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Board Width Selection

 ISOLOC - CHAPTER 5

5-4   The joint is cut and assembled exactly the same way as 
before.

1 

5-3   Also, joints made on “double” patterns like Wave, Mirror Key 
and Bears Ears may be started at points other than the left edge 
by simply blocking the mating pieces away from the side stop, 
shown here as a base line .
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5-2   However, this is not a firm rule for Isoloc joints. This rule 
is made to be broken; for instance, to achieve a particular depth 
drawer may require an asymmetrical layout.
This drawing shows the socket board position for cutting in the 
jig , being rotated into position  to fit into the pin board, 
and the finished joint . Although asymmetrical, it is still an 
attractive joint.

5-1   Board Widths and Isoloc Joint Symmetry
Unlike the infinitely variable Leigh Dovetail Jig, a fixed template 
cannot accommodate random board widths and still produce an  
even finish on both side edges of a joint. Usually, the boards should 
be cut to specific widths, depending on the pitch of the pattern. A 
complete chart of board widths is at the end of this chapter.
Joint specifications are in Appendix II.
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5-8   In the three previous examples the board widths are from 
the same start point . Here, you can see that by blocking away 
from the side stops, other widths and/or different edge treatments 
are possible, i.e.,
 to =23⁄8"[60mm] and
 to =3"[76mm].   ■
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5-7   The Wave template joints could be multiples of the pitch 
2.312"[58.7mm] or as shown here (approximate measurement), 
starting from :
  23⁄8"[60mm],
  3"[76mm],
  45⁄16"[109mm], etc.
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5-6   With the Bear Ears template, joints could be multiples of 
the pitch 1.919"[48.7mm] or as shown here (approximate mea-
surement), starting from :
  17⁄8"[48mm],
  211⁄16"[65mm],
  37⁄8"[98mm], etc.
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5-5   If the board width selection chart does not provide the width 
you require, try this. Measure the template from  to find the 
width required for your layout.  For instance, with the Mirror Key 
template, joints could be multiples of the pitch (2.339"[59.4mm]) 
or as shown here (approximate measurement), starting from : 
  23⁄8" [60mm],   31⁄8" [79mm],   411⁄16" [118mm], etc.
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Note: For much greater options of board widths on the three double joint patterns, please see pages 19 and 20.
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